My Three Years in America

have been broken off and war between the United States and
Germany must inevitably have followed. The view is still held
in many quarters that we might safely have disregarded American
susceptibilities, as President Wilson was entirely averse t& war
and would have avoided it by whatever means ; then we should
have been free to carry on our submarine campaign. This
was not the opinion held by myself or any of my colleagues
at the Embassy, and later events proved us to have been in the
right, as against those Germans and German-Americans, who>
in May, 1915, and afterwards, averred that the United States
would never declare war on us, and maintained the same view
in January and February, 1917* The principles of my later
policy were based on the events of this iMsitania crisis; I
had then gathered the conviction that Mr. Wilson wanted peace
but the country wanted war; that the President alone had
prevented an immediate rupture, but that as the responsible
leader of the American people, he would be compelled to bow
eventually to public opinion. When Mr. Wilson had to explain
away his unlucky speech at Philadelphia, no action was taken
from the German side, and no information given him which
might lead him to understand that Germany desired to avoid a
casu$ belli at all costs, for fear of giving Mr. Wilson an oppor-
tunity to gain a cheap triumph over Germany in a verbal wrangle,
I believe it unjust to Mr. Wilson to suppose that he wished
to bluff us into surrender at this time. He had, while fully
realizing the danger of war, sought all ways and means to avoid
it, and on this hypothesis my whole policy was founded. More-
over the President had then mentioned to me for the first time
that he was considering an attempt at mediation between the
belligerents.
After my audience at the White House I sent the foUowing
wire to the Foreign Office :
CIPHER
" Washington, June aad, 1915*
M Seriousness of the * present situation here induced me
to seek interview with President Wilson, In most cordial
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